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Introduction: Shauna Stephanchick

● 1st/2nd grade teacher

● Instructional Coach

● K-12 District Coach

● K-5 Administrator

● K-12 State PLC Consultant

● K-12 State ELA Trainer

● K-12 Educational 

Consultant



Goals of Today:

● Review State Assessment Shifts

● Brief History of Priority Standards-Review Accelerated 

Learning Theory

● Critical Curriculum Steps for Alignment and Assessment 

Success

● How to Expedite The Process



Why Curriculum Development Now?

● 2021-2022  80% of MAP and EOC assessments will cover the 
Priority Standards

● Over the next 2-3 years, 100% of MAP/EOC assessments will cover 
Priority Standards



September/Oct 
2020-Draft standards 
created and feedback given

Dec-Mar-2nd Draft standards 

created and feedback

April 2021-Priority 
standards Finalized

July 2020 Accelerated 

Learning Response

Spring 2021-Testing will occur 

(past test and blue print)

Spring 2022-State 
assessments will cover 80% 
adopted priority standards

Timeline of Missouri Priority Standards

MO LEAP-Blocks and Assessments Available for Teacher Use



DESE Response to Learning Loss…...



Slide taken direction from DESE ppt 7.22.20.



Slide taken directly from DESE ppt 7.22.20.





Accelerated Learning Defined

What It Is: What It Is Not:

● Teaching on grade level 
standards with rigor

● Assessment for 
learning-assessing student 
knowledge while teaching the 
on grade level standard

● Scaffolding skills and 
information

● Covering all missed skills from 
the previous grades 
standards

● Taking big diagnostic 
assessments

● Remediation



DESE Response: Recommended State 
Priority Standards

K-12 Priority 
Standards 
Identified

K-12 Content 
Priority Standards 

Identified

Same 
Standards-No 

Changes

Tools of Inquiry as 
Priority Standards

Priority Standards are Recommended and Can be 
Adjusted by Districts

https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/curriculum/academic-standards/priority-standards
https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/curriculum/academic-standards/priority-standards


● State assessment will shift to 80% Priority 
Standards on the 2021-2022 school year

● Over the next few years-100% Priority Standards

Then Assessment Shift…..



Collaborate:  Post Pandemic Barriers and Possible 
Responses

Pre Pandemic:

● Curriculum was based on a resource 

and not state MLS

● Assessment did not align to state 

standards

● Instruction and lessons did not align 

to state standards

● Content knowledge needed to 

scaffold various learning needs was 

minimal

Post Pandemic:

● Is our current scope and sequence/ pacing 
adjusted to the state recommended  PS?

● How do we determine learning gaps in our 
students?

● Once gaps are determined, how do we 
scaffold those gaps systematically?

● Most resources are not Missouri aligned to 
support  teachers with clarity and rigor



Step 1: Improve Curriculum Organization and Ensure 
State Alignment



Step 2. Utilize a Template that Clearly Identifies 
Priority Standards



Optional: Expedite the Process with Editable 
Templates



After Curriculum Development: State 
Aligned Assessments

● Teachers need an easy to use tool to efficiently build state aligned assessments

● State aligned assessments school assessments give students multiple times to be exposed to 
the rigor and question types given on the MAP/EOCs

● Teachers can backward design instruction from quality state aligned assessment to ensure 
vertical instruction alignment

Clarity of Standards Builds Teacher Confidence in Teaching





Final Step: Tools to Scaffold Learning When Students 
Don’t Understand



A 5th grade teacher comes to you complaining that over half his/her class is not on grade level, 
especially in the reading comprehension skill of drawing conclusions.

● What is your response?
● What questions do you ask?
● What resources do you direct him/her to?

Final Step: Provide MO Aligned Tools 
to Scaffold Learning When Students 

Don’t Understand



Provide Missouri Aligned Tools to Clarify Rigor and to 
Create Tightly Aligned Assessments

Proficiency Scales articulate learning 
progressions for each prioritized standard 
and describe how students' understanding 
of a topic or concept develops over time





Recommendation: Shift Your PLC Focus...

Data Driven 
Conversations

Curriculum Driven 
Conversations

to



https://kc-educator-network.mn.co

Thank you!
Shauna Stephanchick

shaunastep@stepupconsulting.netJoin the 
conversation


