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Outstanding Rural Secondary Student
Jessica Riegel


 Osage R-II School District

A student of high standards, an achiever of academics, extra-curricular activities, school organizations and especially in life is Jessica Riegel, currently a member of the Senior Class at the Osage R-II High School, Linn, Missouri.
A member of the school staff shares her impression of Jessica.  “Jessica tries to make the most of every opportunity.  She is like a sponge, absorbing all she can then releasing it to others.  Her outlook is the more she can better herself, the more she can effectively help others.  She gets right in the middle of whatever project she is working on, offering ideas, helping others and often leading the way.”

One of Jessica’s great qualities is her outstanding organizational skills.  She is able to successfully complete multiple tasks with favorable results despite deadline pressures.  She displays these qualities by always being willing to go above and beyond.  Her combination of leadership skills makes her an invaluable member of anything she is involved in.  She serves on the Student Council not only participating in all activities, but she steps up to lead.  The same is true of her involvement with the High School Agriculture/FFA program.  

Jessica has attended some type of leadership program every summer during her time in high school.  Leadership Practice her freshman year, the Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership (HOBY) her sophomore year and Girls State her junior year.  At Girls’ State, she not only ran for an office for Girls’ State, but she spent a good portion of the week applying for an office at the national level.

In the area of athletics, Jessica’s leadership can be seen on the volleyball court.  She has amazing team spirit.  She excites the other team members on the court and then in the locker room for a pep talk.  She will not let the team get down when they lose.  She always supports the coaches and works to project her enthusiasm and energy while on the court.

We must not conclude without noting Jessica’s exceptional academic performance.  Maintaining straight A’s and a 4.0 GPA while doing all that she is involved in.  Jessica’s amazing personality and generosity as well as her commitment to anything she sets out to do, makes Jessica Riegel most deserving to be selected as Missouri’s Outstanding Rural Secondary Student for the 2016-2017 school year.
