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Outstanding Rural District Administrator
Mr. Frank Killian


Richland R-I School District

Mr. Frank Killian embodies what an educator should be about.  He always has the students’ interest at the forefront of every decision that he has had to make.  His insight and knowledge have come from years of experience and hard work.  Mr. Killian is currently the District Superintendent of the Richland R-I School District in Essex, Missouri.
Mr. Killian came to Richland R-I in 2011 and at that time, Richland R-I was not even the top school in Stoddard County.  Six years later, Richland R-I has been the number one academic performing school in all of Southeast Missouri for four consecutive years.  Richland is also number one in the state in Science and top 5 overall in Missouri.  

Mr. Killian is described as being a very forward thinker attracting many other forward thinkers to Richland R-I School District.  Although Richland R-I is a very rural school district, through Mr. Killian’s leadership, the school district has taken the initiative to be a ‘first’ in many areas such as:

· First school in Southeast Missouri if not all of Missouri to allow students to utilize their cell phones while at school and during the educational process.
· First school in Southeast to be a One to One School Pre-K through 12th grade.
· First school to embrace Project Based Learning instead of traditional learning for today’s students.
· First School in Midwest to integrate 3D interactive technology.

Through Mr. Killian’s leadership, Richland has been named one of the TOP 100 High Schools multiple times by U.S. News and World Report.  Richland has been named a Missouri Gold Star School of 2016 and is the only Junior/Senior High School in the entire state to be named a Gold Star School.  Recently the Richland Junior/Senior High School was named a National Blue Ribbon school.  Being named for these prestigious awards is nothing new to Frank Killian as he may be the only administrator to achieve two Gold Star and two Blue Ribbon schools at two separate school districts.
During Mr. Killian’s tenure at Richland, this very rural district has won local, State, National and Inter-National awards in BETA, National History Day, Science Fair, FFA, FBLA and Journalism.

Accepting the role of doing whatever it takes for his districts students and teachers to be successful in the endeavor of learning and teaching, makes Mr. Frank Killian deserving of recognition as Missouri’s Outstanding Rural District Administrator for the 2016-2017 school year.
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